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Specification 

The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to 
determine the presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is 
requested in correcting any errors of which applicant may become aware in the 
specification. n 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1,3-4,6-9,11-15,17-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hylton [4,806,770] in view of Ritter [4,888,487]. With respect to the 
claims, Hylton [4,806,770] teaches a sanitizing apparatus comprising a body for 
accepting at least one item to be sanitized, the body containing at least one germicidal 
lamp, a removable cap, removably attached to the body, the removable cap provided 
with at least one orifice to accept the item to be sanitized, and a cylindrical cup (which 
the examiners recognizes as being equivalent to the removable drip cup claimed in 
applicant's claims). See Hylton [4,806,770] abstract, figs. 1-2, col. 2 lines1-7, 15-22, 
35-45, 55-60, col. 3 lines 5-10, 24-26, 40-50, 60 - col. 4 lines 25, 60-65, col. 5 lines 20- 
30. However, Hylton [4,806,770] does not explicitly teach the removable cap having at 
least one extended member for extending into the body of the sanitizing apparatus, a 
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cutoff switch in the body of the sanitizing apparatus coupled to at least one extended 
member of the removable cap, such that when the removable cap is removed, the at 
least one germicidal lamp is extinguished, a control circuit, coupled to the germicidal 
lamp, for controlling actuation of the germicidal lamp such that, once activated, the 
germicidal lamp is activated for a first predetermined time period, and then shut off for a 
second predetermined time period. Ritter [4,888,487] does teach the removable cap 
having at least one extended member for extending into the body of the sanitizing 
apparatus, a cutoff switch in the body of the sanitizing apparatus coupled to at least one 
extended member of the removable cap, such that when the removable cap is removed, 
the at least one germicidal lamp is extinguished, a control circuit, coupled to the 
germicidal lamp, for controlling actuation of the germicidal lamp such that, once 
activated, the germicidal lamp is activated for a first predetermined time period, and 
then shut off for a second predetermined time period. See Ritter [4,888,487] abstract, 
figs. 1 -5, col. 1 line 50 - col. 2 lines 5, 33 - col. 3 line 55, col. 4 lines 1 -40, col. 5 lines 
1 0-1 7, 45-60. In addition, Ritter [4,888,487] teaches the timer being programmable, so 
that the lamp irradiates the toothbrushes intermittently for predetermined periods (this 
the examiner views as being equivalent to the applicant's claims concerning the lamp 
being activated for a first predetermined time period, and then shut off for a second 
predetermined time period). See Ritter [4,888,487] abstract, figs. 1-5, col. 1 line 50 - 
col. 2 lines 5, 33 - col. 3 line 55, col. 4 lines 1-40, col. 5 lines 10-17, 45-60. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have a removable cap having at least one extended member for extending 
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into the body of the sanitizing apparatus, a cutoff switch in the body of the sanitizing 
apparatus coupled to at least one extended member of the removable cap, such that 
when the removable cap is removed, the at least one germicidal lamp is extinguished, a 
control circuit, coupled to the germicidal lamp, for controlling actuation of the germicidal 
lamp such that, once activated, the germicidal lamp is activated for a first predetermined 
time period, and then shut off for a second predetermined time period in order to 
prevent the user from being exposed to the ultraviolet radiation should the cap be lifted 
during a burn cycle, and to prevent premature degradation of the bristles on the 
toothbrush as taught in Ritter [4,888,487]. 

Claims 2,10,20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hylton [4,806,770] in view of Ritter [4,888,487] and further in view of Lackey 
[4,973,847]. As per claims 2, 1 0, Hylton [4,806,770] in view of Ritter [4,888,487] teach 
all aspects of the claims, except for explicitly stating a safety rod, slidably mounted 
within the body of the apparatus, the safety rod coupling the cutoff switch with at least 
one of the at least one extended member of the removable cap. Lackey [4,973,847] 
does teach a safety rod, slidably mounted within the body of the apparatus, the safety 
rod coupling the cutoff switch with at least one of the at least one extended member of 
the removable cap (Lackey [4,973,847] fig. 8, col. 7 lines 35-65). Also see Lackey 
[4,973,847] abstract, figs. 1-8, col. 2 lines 40-68, col. 3 line 15-30,55-65, col; 7 lines 25 - 
col. 8 line 30. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to have a safety rod, slidably mounted within the 
body of the apparatus, the safety rod coupling the cutoff switch with at least one of the 
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at least one extended member of the removable cap in order to aid in preventing the 
from being exposed to the ultraviolet radiation. In addition, Lackey [4,973,847] teaches 
that it was well known in the art to have a safety rod, slidably mounted within the body 
of the apparatus, the safety rod coupling the cutoff switch with at least one of the at 
least one extended member of the removable cap. See Lackey [4,973,847] col. 7 lines 
35-50. 

Claims 1,3-9,11-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hylton [4,806,770] in view of Foster [5,023,460] and further in view Ritter 
[4,888,487]. With respect to the claims With respect to the claims, Hylton [4,806,770] 
teaches a sanitizing apparatus comprising a body for accepting at least one item to be 
sanitized, the body containing at least one germicidal lamp, a removable cap, 
removably attached to the body, the removable cap provided with at least one orifice to 
accept the item to be sanitized, and a cylindrical cup (which the examiners recognizes 
as being equivalent to the removable drip cup claimed in applicant's claims). See 
Hylton [4,806,770] abstract, figs. 1-2, col. 2 lines1-7, 15-22, 35-45, 55-60, col. 3 lines 5- 
1 0, 24-26, 40-50, 60 - col. 4 lines 25, 60-65, col. 5 lines 20-30. However, Hylton 
[4,806,770] does not explicitly teach the removable cap having at least one extended 
member for extending into the body of the sanitizing apparatus, a cutoff switch in the 
body of the sanitizing apparatus coupled to at least one extended member of the 
removable cap, such that when the removable cap is removed, the at least one 
germicidal lamp is extinguished, a control circuit, coupled to the germicidal lamp, for 
controlling actuation of the germicidal lamp such that, once activated, the germicidal 
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lamp is activated for a first predetermined time period, and then shut off for a second 
predetermined time period. Foster [5,023,460] does teach a removable cap, a cutoff 
switch in the body of the sanitizing apparatus, such that when the removable cap is 
removed, the at least one germicidal lamp is extinguished, a control circuit, coupled to 
the germicidal lamp, for controlling actuation of the germicidal lamp such that, once 
activated, the germicidal lamp is activated for a first predetermined time period, and 
then shut off for a second predetermined time period. See Foster [5,023,460] abstract, 
figs. 1-2,4, col. 1 lines 25-42,55-68, columns 2-3, col. 4 lines 1-30. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to. a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have a removable cap, a cutoff switch in the body of the sanitizing apparatus, 
such that when the removable cap is removed, the at least one germicidal lamp is 
extinguished, a control circuit, coupled to the germicidal lamp, for controlling actuation 
of the germicidal lamp such that, once activated, the germicidal lamp is activated for a 
first predetermined time period, and then shut off for a second predetermined time 
period in order to prevent user from accidentally being exposed to the ultraviolet 
radiation upon opening the cap and prevent the premature of degradation of toothbrush 
bristles by excess irradiation by the ultraviolet lamp. However, Foster [5,023,460] does 
not explicitly state the removable cap having at least one extended member for 
extending into the body of the sanitizing apparatus to be connected to the cutoff 
switch/function as the cutoff switch. Foster [5,023,460] does however, teach a switch 
being connected to the cover/cap in order to turn off the lamp when the cover/cap is 
removed from the body and turn on the lamp when the cover/cap is on the body. See 
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Foster [5,023,460] fig. 1 , col. 2 lines 50-55. It is the examiner's view that this infers a 
member being attached to the cover/cap so the when the body and the cap are in 
contact the lamp is turned on and when they are not in contact the lamp is turned off. 
Ritter [4,888,487] is provided as an example to illustrate this point. See Ritter 
[4,888,487] fig. 2, col. 3 lines 30-45, col. 4 lines 24-35. 

In addition, Foster [5,023,460] teaches a timer being used whjch irradiates the 
toothbrushes cyclically at predetermined times while the cap/cover is in contact with the 
body. See Foster [5,023,460] col. 1 line 55 - col. 2 lines 5,50-55. Foster [5,023,460] 
also teaches there being a removable drip collector (76), a step (98) being provided for 
supporting the bottom of electric toothbrush heads (which the examiner recognizes as 
fulfilling the same function as applicant's peg, which is to provide support for electric 
toothbrush heads as described in applicant's specification, Foster [5,023,460] figs. 2,4, 
col. 4 lines 4-12). With respect to applicant's claim concerning the peg being 
removable, it is the examiner's view that this would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have the step be 
removable, since it has been held that constructing a former integral structure in various 
elements involves only routine skill in the art. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. U.S. Patent Nos. 4,816,648 to Dusbabek, 5,126,572 to Chu, 
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3,748,094 to J. P. Scheidell, 3,820,251 to Abernathy, 4,088,445 to Ellis, and 5,029,252 
to Ameseder are considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anthony Quash whose telephone number is (571)-272- 
2480. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John R. Lee can be reached on (571)-272-2477. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 

A. Quash 
3/15/06 




